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Introduction riıties FOr example in Finland, althoug the Fvan-

gelica| | utheran majority, IC OVeTlT of
Inns officially hold membership, IS notablyThis articie looks ınto eligion Fducation (RE) In

Finland, approaching the opIC first of all from secularized, this secular | utheranısm still COT1-

the international, mainly uropean, discussion, tructs Strong componen In nation-making
and then OCUSING mMmore into the Nordic ÖTr Scan- T not irectly, at eas a5 WaYy of excluding
dinavian setting, and Mnally the current trends those who represent SOTTIE other worldview.“*
and ISSUEeS discussed In relation the Finnish Furthermore, questions concernIng multicultu-

ralism have been under scrutiny.? FOr Instance,model We have chosen uSse the term religion
education instead of religious education when SOTNE Finnish schools have launche their OW

discussing the present sSTate In the CcCandına- Inıllatıves In order profle In WadYy that
Vian countries illustrate the nature of RE d5 WOould ljearning towards actıve citizenship
officially non-denominational that IS ase

study of approaches tO religions.' However, In
Lappalainen, Irpa: iberal Multiculturalism an Na-the innish Case, the term religion education IS
tional edagOogy ın innish Preschool Context. Inclu-

complex SINCE the subject IS officially non-de- sIon ÖTr Nation Making? In edag0ogy, Culture and
nominational, yet the RE mode| IS organized Society 2006 909—1 Poulter /Riitaoja / Kuusisto
according the membership of religious COMM- 201 fn 2] Kuusisto, Arniika; LamminmMÄäki-Vartia, S/-

lija Päiväkodin johtaja katsomussensitiivista varhais-
Munıties kasvatusyhteis6öä rakentamassa. In anl, Martin /

RE IS also connected tO the construction of Poulter, Saila / Kallioniemi, Arto olIm Uskonto lap-
suuden kulttuureissa, elsinkı 2015, D Ta VEnationality, and the societal integration of MINO-
Ime, 'ean-Pau ıNeren Models of eligion and
Fducation In Europe. In Jackson, Robert  jedema,

5ee Berglund, enny: wedish eligion Fducation Siebren  /SSe, Wolfgang et al Eds.) eligion and
Fducation In Europe. Developments, OntexXtTts anObjective Hut Marinated In utheran Protestantism

n: Temeno 201 165—-184. Debates, München 2007, 5766
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soclety. econdly, ere IS rowIng acceptanceIn world of diversity. This illustrates NOW the

question of the practical|l arrangements dl - and tolerance towards diversity of religions and

ding the instructiion of Darticular schoo| sub- worldviews IC can He seern for instance in

ject chould always e SsEEeTl Aa5 roader societal the a  e of taking siam Into consideration
ISSUEe reflecting specific cultural-historical CONMN- ın either organizing specific siamic education

an the political-ideologica|l agenda of OT Dayıng attention siam a Dart of school
curriculum. Thirdly, the reforms concernIng REand transnational agents.“

uropean organizations have In ınNeren In Many countriesgsStrong political ten-

politica|l statements stressed the Importance SIONS and create societal conflicts.®
OT religion for societies and for solving DrO- At the uropean level, the WaYy> of organı-
lems In societal level FOr example, the FU- ZING the eaching of RE VarYy ot. Ihe WaYy RE IS

roODCAaTl Council has emphasized intercultural organized in ınNeren countries IS ffected DY
MaNYy easons nut In general, Oone MaYy claimlalogu and the dimension of religions and

world VIEWS In intercultural education In that the religious landscape COUNTrY, the
veral Ocuments illuminating NOW knowledge role and Value of religion In society n general,
relating ınNeren world VIEWS and interfaith and the structure of the Darticular educatio-

lalogue Carl Dromote social cohesion and nelp nal system, Its history, and educational DOlI-
solving conflicts due diversiflication of values tics frame strongly the for HOowW d5

ubject IS constructed and understood.’ Thein the society.” Jean-Paul Willaime ree
developmental trends of OUT time concernIng of how the iInstructiion IS organized
RE In Europe. Firstiy, there IS increasing In- In practice, that IS, the alms, Co authori-

tegration of the qgoals and tasks of and geEeN- ties, and audience what IS taught, whom,
eral pedagogical alms of schooling. In ManYy and DYy whom Varıes immensely both bet-

WeeTl)] countries, but also ometimes betweenuropean countries, IS understood in
naralle systems within Darticular COUNTrY,of helping pupils become responsible, COS-

mopolitan citızens and members of diverse for example schools denominational
chools This also that Ometimes the

hbetween religious / worldview SOCIa-
Poulter, Aalla: Kansalaisena maallistuneessa maail-

IHzation of the home and the schoo| worKoulun uskonnonopetuksen yhteiskunnal-
VIEW education IS notable: Dupils MaYy eCcCeIlvelinen ehtävä (Citizenship In Secular Age. innish

Religious Fducation A Place for IVIC Education) education ith vVerYy ınNeren alıms than Ose
cademıc Dissertation Suomen ainedidaktisen LUT- upheld at home, DOSSiI  y CauSiIng the pupilkimusseuran julkaisuja, elsinkı 201

ifcult negotlations values and members-Council of FEurope: 5SIgnposts Policy and DraC-
tice for eaching OUu' religions and non-religlious ips. HOr example, SsOMe school systems MaYy
worldviews In intercultural education. Accessed
5th December 2014 Online: https://book.coe.int/
eur/en/human-rigths-education-intercultural- ıllaıme 2007 fn 6], 87-90.
education 01 -signposts-policy-and-practice-for- Schreiner, 'eter: Overview of Religious Fducationteaching-about-religions-and-non-religious-world-
views-in-intercultural-education.htmli (09.07.201 5); In Europe. In Schreiner, Peter/Spinder, Hans/ Taylor,

Jeremy et al 5} Committed Europe’s Future.Council of FEurope: ITe aper Intercultural Dia-
|Ooque. Living ogether Equals In DIignity (Launche: Contributions from Fducation an Religious uCa-

tion, Muüunster 2002, —095,DYy the Council of Europe Ministers of Foreign Affairs
at elr 118 Ministerial Session, Strasbourg, May Kuusisto, Arniika.  rowIng In Affiıliation ith Re-
2008 Accessed 1 5th January 2015 Online: |1g10USs Community. ase UudY of Finnish ven-
www.coe.int/t/dg4/intercultural/source/white%20 tist OU' Research Religious and Spiritual Fdu-

paper_final_revised_en.pd(5) cation, Münster 901
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er confessional students who do nOot Religious Landscape In Finland
consider themselves particularly religious.” an Scandinavla

The recent debate the objectives and
ontent of RF d5 school| subject miırrors the ompare [MaNnyYy other uropean countries,
wide of iffering VIEWS the role of Finland IS ormally still homogeneous cCountry

when statistics diIe concerned. In 2013 abouteducation concernIng religion In the nublic
school. The rTeVIEW has taken place, above all, 78% of INnns elonge the Evangelical-Luthe-
In of how eaching of ones OW'! religion [al Church In 2071 1a elonge theO-
and denominationalism Carl e respected, and dOX Church, 1,5% the other registered religi-
HOwW extensively other worldviews and ıdeolo- OQUS communities, and 20,1 “ did not belong
gies chould He Include a5 Dart of eaching. any religious roup. ' HOowevVver, the numbers of
ASs Jackson'® nO  J d5 Dart of the Dublic Nne  s religious mMmovements IS roWINGg: In 2014
schoo| curriculum Cal) NnOT e defined only a ere Were OVelT 900 different religious group>s
denominational eaching of ones OW religlious and cComMMUNITIES In inland.'*
tradition, OT function primarily a5 SOUTCE for innish religiosity IS ecoming increasingly

privatized and the relationships of the indivi-religious identity construction rather, the sub-
ject should contribute the future of Civil duals the church dre changing, ' IC IS

clety foster lalogue, tolerance and mutual signihncant ISSUEe both politically and socially, a5

understanding between neople of ıneren Lutheranism has heen VerYy Strong national
faiths OT world VIEWS and moral entity. The traditional | utheran nege-

In the above, have aimed set wider In- 1NONY has pDave the WaYy what Carl) NO he
ternational framework Darticulariy regarding categorized d5 secular | utheranism.'* Alongsi-
the Current ebates In Lurope for context de that, ere IS also rowWwIng interes In Nne  S

In IC exXxamıne the sıtuation In CcCandına- religious mMmOovements and spirituality. Thus,
VIa and inland In the following, will ring what IS interesting In discussions societal
SOM perspectives from Nordic countriıes secularization IS what exXtent neople are He-
into the discussion religion and RE from COmMING 1@Sss religious, OT whether there IS gro-
the angle of religious pluralism. We DYy WING religiosity of the people ArqguaDbiy, along-
briefly presenting the historical development
and the cCurrent siıtuation In Scandinavian
countries and Finland. The nerspective IS Kirkon tutkimuskeskus. Haastettu kirkko. Suomen

evangelis-Iuterilainen kirkko Vuosina Ethe comprehensive scho0o| level aCro5$s$s these
countries Kirkon tutkimuskeskuksen julkaisuja 1:15). Tampere

201 2
12 sSkonno' Suomessa (Religions In inland (Ac-

cessed 20(h arc Online: www.uskonnot.fl

13 PessI, Anne-Birgitta: Privatizet Religiosity Revisited
In Socia|l Compass A

taOoJa, Anna-Leena/Poulter, Saila/Kuusisto, Arniika:
MYi Emer/Darmody, Merike/Lyons, aureen: In- Worldviews an Multicultural Fducation In the Fin-
troduction In [ ies.: Religious Fducation In Multi- nish (Öontext. rıtıca Philosophical pproacC
cultural Europe. ren, Parents and chools, New Theory and Practices. In innish Journal of Ethnicity
York 2013, 1-1 and Migration 201 0) 8/-—-95); Kuusisto, Arniika. SO-

cial networks and value negotliations of religious mMI-Jackson, Robert: Rethinking Religious FEducation and
Plurality. ISSUEeS In Diversity and edagOogy, | ondon nority you In diverse social CONTEXTS In Fthnic
2004, 61 Racial tudies 33 201 0) 779-796
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side the SOCIeETa secularization In inland, ere in religious Servıces d such, however, people
IS DrOCeSS of DOost-secularization'” IC Cal usually Darticıpate in lıfe rıtes This eature
he interpreted d5 metamorphosis OT religion IS present acros$s the Nordic countries, and IS
and religious Dlurality in society and the increa- thus Oometimes referred d the „Nordic Dd

radox”209 Iso educational structures In Scandıi-SINg significance of religion in societal Matters
There dre evera| studies'® showing that navlan countries and inland drIe VEr y similar;

innish religiosity IS FrOoWING and transforming all ren attend comprehensive ScChO0O|
while at the Sarne time church membership IS system asting from years.“
steadily falling FOr Instance, It IS roug ast!- Despite the similarities between these
mation that there dre nearly neople ith countriıes when IT societal and

Muslim background In Finland.! Late modern educational features, each of ese olds their
religiosity has been characterized d5 atter OW solution NOW religious education IS
of personal choice and empirical studies ShOW eing organized. Fach RF system has been de-
that religiosity d5 such has NOT diminished but veloped specifically for the Darticular societal
has instead changed In nature As Kuusisto'® setting, a  OUg Sweden, Norway and [DDen-
and Dassi'? SNOW, individual dYENNCY IS central In mark share the idea of non-confessional RE
constructing alternative religious identities and ontrary this, In inland, IS eing taught
determining nersona| choices hetween reli- according Dupil  S OW religious Or non-relii-
gIOUS and non-religious worldviews. gIOUS worldview. In Sweden, IS defined d5

TIThe Scandinavian countries and Finland objective, neutra|l and non-confessional
share MaNnNYy imilar features influencing the subject, IC has Heen developed d5 such
STatus and profile of In soclety. Irst, I100- SINCEe the 1960s$5.%? In Denmark there Wa

king at the aselıne, the religious landscape IS towards non-confessional RE in 1975, whereas
rather imilar In all of these countries IM© sta- In Norway paralle! took place In 1997“
{US and role of religion have traditionally hbeen
VerYy similar: The | utheran church has held Osbeck, Christina/Skeie, Gelr: Religious Fducation
Dosition of STa church OUg the at schools In Sweden In Rothgangel, Martin /Skeie,
Jority of inhabitants In Scandinavian countries Geir/Jäggle, Martın Religious Fducation at

School| In Europe Vienna Forum for eology andan inland belong the Lutheran church, UudYy of Religions 10,3), Göttingen 2014, 237-266,the number of Deople regularly attending reli- 239
gIOUS SEervıces In the traditional religious insti- D elander, Sven-Äke: Church and School In the Can-
utions IS very IOW. Despite the IOW attendance dinavian Countries In European perspective. In

Tidman, Nils-Äke (Ed.) Into the Ir Millennium.
FFIRE conference August 998 In Copenhagen,
Ärsbok —- Malmö 1999, 54-—-/5, 54, /74; Kallioniemli,15 Habermas, Jurgen: „The Pollitical The atıona

Meaning of Questionable Inheritance of Political Arto: Religious FEducation Curricula In Comprehen-
SIVE School| In Scnadinavia and inland In theTheory. In endieta, FEduardo/Vanantwerpen, Jan

(Eds.) IYhe Power of eligion In the Public Sphere, In TirrI, Kırsıi (Ed.) Nordic Perspectives eligion,
Spirituality and Identity. earbDoO 2006 of Depart-New York 201 1: 5—33
ment of Practical|l eO10gy, elskını 2006, 75-86,

16 Ketola, Kımmo. SKONNO' S5Suomessa 2008 Käasikir-
D Larsson, une: Religious Fducation In Sweden InJa uskontolmın Ja uskonnollistaustaisiin M  elsin

Tampere 2008; Kirkon tutkimuskeskus 201 fn 141 Elza, Kuyk/Roger, Jensen/David, Lankshear et al
(Eds.) Religious Fducation In Lurope Situations

4 Martikainen, Tuomas: YlirajJainen ulttuurı EtnISyYYyS and Current trends In schools, sIo 200/7, 193-—-198,
S5Suomessa 2000-Iuvulla, elsinkı 2006, I 214 194

18 Kuusisto 2011 IIn 11] 23 elander 999 fn 24|, Legander-Krogstad, Heid:
Poess/ 2013 fn 16| The Religious Dimension of Intercultural Fducation
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the subject. In 1962, after the renewIng of CUT-wedish eligion Education
riculum, the Marlle of the subject ‚Christianity'

Ihe wedish educational|l system Was astablishe Wa changed Into the ‚knowledge of rISTUIa-
In the SI ith cCIOse connection the nIty: According Berglund“’, the objectivity
| utheran church At the time IT Was obvious that requiırement that teachers should NnNOT
n grammMar schoo| had central role. The influence the nupils eliefs and the teachers
Freedom of eligion Act Carne Into force In Swe- WerTe expected teach also about other reli-
den In 1951 Before that wedish CIUZEeNS WerlTe gions In 1969, after the curriculum Was revised,
NOT permitted WI  TaW from the | utheran the Marmne of the subject Was ONCE agaın chan-
church without ecoming d  ( member of another ged; this time the ‚knowledge of religion.
religlous communlıtty. ntil the SI the aım of This MaTrTie change concluded the overal| tran-

RE Was ralse the wedish ren d5 YIS- sıtıon from confessional non-confessional
tians.“* schoo| subject. Fais change also emphasized

After hnaving accepted and nDerhaps Dart- the TOCUS of the subject Into eaching OU

y hrough wider recognition ıts conte ligion, including ınNneren religions.“® According
the reedom of Religion Act, the wedish Hartman“”, In this renewiIng of curriculum,

clety took step towards InOoTre oluralistic, also mMmoved fIfrom eing primarily facts-Or!-=
multicultural soclety. Christiani Was$s longer entated subject tudent oriented on  MD Thıis

Orıentatıon olds IONg tradition In Swedenall-encompassing moral and CIVIC asıs for
eing Wereedom of eligion Act had lıfe questions have had KeYy role In wedish

significant role when the compulsory school already SINCE the 1960s.9 In the 1980 reviıisiıon of
Was establishe: n 1962, and after MaNYy deba- the curriculum, ‚knowledge of religion‘ was DUut
tes, education n chools Wad$ characterized d5 Into the subject of society-orientated
‚nondenominational’ In the syllabus in IS subjects.
ean that RE In schools had He objective In
the that ıt would Drovide,neutral’ teaching
of religion and life questions all Dupils without Danish eligion FEducation
binding itself religious upbringing.“ Sweden In Denmark, the | utheran church has traditi-
Was the first Scandinavian COUNTrYyI adop- onally hbeen responsible for giving catechetic
ted non-confessional religious education education. Until 1948 the onstitution claimed

The development nature of RE In Swe- that IT elonge the tasks of the
den Carl He seel/] In the change of the Mame of

elander 9972 In 27), 180; SKkogar, JOrn: Bild-
ning och religion lärarutbildares perspektiv,Contributions Contextual Understanding 1SS. Stockholm 2005,

International Practical eOology 4), Wiıen 201 1, 03
DF Berglund 201 fn #J. V

elander, Sven-ÄAke: Religionsundervisining svensk
Berglun 2013 In 175skola princpiella utgängspunkter. In Rosenquist,

Ingvir (Ed.) Foreningen lärare religionskunskap, Hartman, ven Perspektiv Da skolans religionsun-
Ärsbok 992 Arg 24, Malm6ö 1992, 170-182, 179 dervisning. In OTSsteCK, alın (Ed.) Religionsdidak-
Osbeck/Skeie 201 fn 231 238 tik. Mängfald, livsfragor och el skolan, | und 201 d

25 Pyysiäinen, Markku Tunnustuksellinen, tunnustukse- 9-—34,
Osbeck, Christina: Kränkningens livsförstäelseton Ja objektiivinen uskonnonopetus. Opetussuun-

nitelma-analyysi Suomen Ja Ruotsin peruskoulun religionsdidaktisk studie ivsförstaäelselärande
uskonnonopetuksen tavolttelsta Ja siSsällöstäa, Diss.) skolan (Karlstad University tudies 10), arlsta

2006Helsinki 1982, 2-9, 3, Berglun 2013 fn 11 K
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support the | utheran church, and that religious Status OT the Catechism Was educed ill, in
education In schools Was ONe WdYy of oIng this the 969 Act of Fducation ıt Was stated that the
Tlhe function of RE Was$s provide pupils Itn function of schoo| IS give the pupils YIS-

tian and moral education in co-operation ıthnOositIive attitude towards | utheran doctrines.
In the and scho0o| reforms in Den- their Darents. Ihe subject Was SeEl] He ase!
mark, the nature of RE Was under significant the | utheran al Hecause the majJorIıty OT
debate In 1975, RE became non-confessional neople elonge the | utheran STa church
subject; the sSchoO0O| 1aW ırecte that the Ha- Ince RE Was$s confessiona|l In nature, and the
SIC content of the subject sShould He Evangeli- teacher Wa He member of the | utheran
cal-Lutheran Christianity Hut that ıt should NnOot church, It Carl e seerlr\] that the eaching Was stil!|
have elements of religious sOcialization.*' rmly connected the church education.* The

In comprehensive school, the Marne of the Norweglan soclety changed significantly Het-
Danish IS Kristendomskunskab udYy ofTIS- Weeel] the and SI and Ne  S subject
tianity). IT IS taught In all grade evels exXcept the ‚Christianity and Orientation Life Questions’

Was$ established In 1997° In Norway, that IMal-year when pupils attend confirmation schoo| In
the Evangelical | utheran Church There dre ked the beginning of lNe  S RE subject, e
official regulations the number of Was He taught all pupils The
nual essons that this subject IS He instructed, IncIlude': religions, ethics, philosophy and lıfe
Hut In the ministerial supervising quidelines the questions. The Malrlle of this subject Was fırst

subject CONSISTS of hours DeT Year, exXxcept In ‚Christlanity, religion and world VIEW studies,
the 1st and 65t grades, where hours are >Uug- Hut In 2008 it Wa altered into ‚Religion, 'orld-

VIEW an FEthics: Ince 997/ the subject COTNN-gested. OUg the alms and of this
subject have changed MAaNYy Imes, Christianity have been enewed three times.°
has kept the MOST promiIinent Dlace in the CUurrI- In Norway, Religion, Worldview and Fthics
culum er religions and world VIEWS are education IS compulsory subject. In rimary
vered In ese classes d5 Dart obligatory schoo| leve| grades 1- )l the aVeETaYE number
con LOO, hut only In the InOre senıior CIas: OT essons Der yecar IS 61 while n secondary IT IS

ses; from 7th grade Onwards.**% 51 According the current curriculum 2008),
the subject COVEeTlTrS quite ide and complex
ematıc content consisting of Christianity,Norwegılan eligion Education other religions Judaism, siam, Hinduism, Budd-

In Norway, RE Was first introduced In 889 The hism and er religious diversity), philosophy of
content of RE d5 schoo| subject Was solely Da- life, d5 well d5 philosophy and ethics.®®
sed the Catechism and the le In 1939 the

aakedal, /SaDel From utheran Catechism tO
World Religions and Humanısm. Dilemmas and

Uugge, Knud Religious Fducation In Denmark Middle Ways through the OorYy of Norweglan Reli-
the threshold the In Panorama. Internatio- gIlous Fducation In British Journal of Religious Fdu-
nal Journal of Comparative Religious Fducation and cation 23 2001) 88-9/, 91
Values (1 992) 53-84, 56f., 67f.

32
'al, Geir/Haakedal, Elisabet/Leganger-Krogstad,uchardt, Religious Fducation at chools In Heid: Iro, livstolking och tradisjon, sIo 1997/, 105-—

Denmark. In Rothgangel, Martin /Skeie, Geir/Jäggle, FÜZ! aakeda. 2001 fn 36], 93f.
Martrtıin Eds.) Religious Fducation at School In Furo-

Leganger-Krogsta 201 In 26], 03Part or  ern Lurope Vienna Frorum or Theo-
10gYy and UudYy of Religions 10), GOttingen 2014, 45 eie, eır Oddron, Braäten/Hovde, Marıe: Religlous
/4,A Fducation at Schools In Norway. In Rothgangel,
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for students COMINg from non-religious hack-Finnish Religious Fducation
ground. OUg RE IS organized according

innish RE has functioned d of forwar- the denomiınation of the DUupIil, eaching IS

ding VerYy ınNeren qgoals In the COUTSE of history. non-confessional In the that IT does not

Ithough there has heen rea|l reform In permit Dracticıng religion d Dart school
the actual form of RE, the basis of RE nas distanced instruction.“® Oday, Finnish RE IS offcially
itself firom theological viewpoint OVeTrT the last olural and non-denominational, however
ecades and IS oday rmly rooted n the edUCca- gregate mode!| of RE Nationally, DET cent

tional scIenCcCes Oday, the educational interpre- of school-age ren Darticıpate In | utheran
tatıon of the subject IS Very holistic the qoal of Outside the capital elsinkKIı arecd, minorIty
RE IS support the Dupils persona| growt and religions dre rarely taught. Traditionally, Finnish
construction of their individual worldviews.?/’ H1S- has heen understood d place for streng-
torical of the Current solutions for the FIn- thening knowledge of students’ OW religious
nish RE are In the IT Was then ecided that and rellglious identities. However, the aım

of RE IS also help students understand theIn grammar schools, cshould he taught O[-

ding the religion I the majJorIity of the ethical, cultural and uman meaning of religion
Dupils elonged. Ince the hasic structure for the and provide them ith knowledge of the Fin-

organization of RE Was established, the subject d5 nısh spiritual tradition and other religions.”
The enefts of the Finnish mode]| havesuch has remained relatively unchanged.”®

The Finnish RE mode| Cal He categorized Heen seern In assuriıng the rights of reilglious mın-
d5 religion-based mode]l.* This IS Hecause ıt orıties ecelve and provide RE according
offers students eaching In ‚one's OW religion, their OW| religion.““ HOowever, the future of the

according their religious affıliation ÖT the Finnish RE IS facing csevera|l challenges. For In-
stance, one Carl ask why RE IS determined Dy thelack of ÖNn  MD Tlhe CcCurrent system of religious and

worldview education includes individual CUl[- Darents choice of religious (non-)affiliation,
ricula for | utheran and OdOX religions d althoug IT IS nown d the child OW)| religion.
el} d5 minorIity religions, and secular ethics why are | utheran students obliged Dal-

ticıpate In | utheran R J while all other Dupils
are free choose between all the DOossible

Martin/Skeie, Geir/Jäggle, Martrtıin S Religious
OT secular ethic classes that dre taught at theFducation at School In Europe. Part or  ern

Europe Vienna FHOorum for Theology and UudYy of Re-
ligions 0), Göttingen 2014, OE

37 Kallioniemi, Arto/Ubani, Martrtin: Eksistenssianalyyti-
nen didaktinen teorla uskonnonopetuksen udista- Basıc Fducation Act, Mendment 1385
Jana. In: Kallioniemi, Arto/ Toom, Auli/Ubani, Martrtın Online: www.Anlex.A/h/laki/a Ikul 2/2003/20030454
ET al Eds.) hmistäa kasvattamassa. OUlUuTtUus arvo (Accesse! 9th arc 201 5} Kallioniemi/Ubanı 2072

ITn Z 78f.UU avaukset. Cultivating umanlity. Fducation
Values New Discourses Suomen kasvatustieteelli- 41 atıona ore Curriculum for Basic Fducation FHIN-
el Kasvatusalan tutkimuksia 40), Turku 2008, nish atıona Oar of Education, elsinkı 2004;

1—-330, 322 201
38 Kallioniemi, Arto/Ubanıi, Matrtın Religious Fducation 42 KuusiIisto, Arniika / Kallioniemi, Arto. Pupils’ VIEWS

In innish School System. In Niemı, Hannele/ Toom, Religious Fducation In pluralistic educational COTN-
Auli/Kallioniemi, Arto S}} Miracle of FEducation teXT. In Journal of Beliefs Q& Values 35 2014), 155=-
The Principles and Practices of eaching and ear- 164; Rissanen, Inkeri Negotlating Identity and radı-
nINg in innish chools, Rotterdam 2012 177-188, tion In Single-faith Religious Fducation CÖase UudYy

of Islamic Fducation In innish chools (Research
Schreiner 2002 fn 10] Religious and Spiritual Fducation 77 Munster 2014
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local school?“ IT IS also important reflect, complains the ack of jalogue within schools
whether In the classes ase children  s,oWN and between classes Hecause of the segregated
religion internally diverse worldviews of nupils nature of RE This IS grea challenge the In-

belonging officially the Sarne religion die clusion of minorıty students In the entire school
culture.cognized.“”“

OUg the 1Ne  S National Curriculum (eSs-
tablished in 2014, and e implemented In Conclusion
201 6) alıms teach about other religions at
earlier than far, IT leaves the structural As Cafll He seen from the above, the Candına-

Vian countries and Finland hold comparablequestion of HOow enable d lalogue hbetween
societal trends and are, ın of religiousreligions and non-religious worldviews ODETN,

due the segregated mode| of As identi- landscape, relatively similar. Al|! ese soclieties

LYy IS understood oday d 5 ( fluid, multi-layered hold similar historica|l bond the | utheran

entity, the concept Of „My OW'! religion” (SINQU- church, and althoug ese societies dre In-

creasingly secular and pluralistic, ManYy traceslar) already d such IS somewhat problematic.
Educationally „CVY OW religion” o  er of Secular | utheran ÖOr Post-Lutheran ınkın
IIgions and worldviews  7 IS ase: ichoto- Can still He detected In the present situation.“*®
IMOUS inking, IC has widely hbeen criticı- However, the approac RE nas hbeen CONMN-

zed DYy scholars of intercultural education.“ text-specific, varyıng from COUNTrYy COUNTrFY,
According recent tudies, innish minorIty and In comparıison hbetween ese, especlally
such a$s siamic, I5t OTr OdOX RE) the Finnish mode]| sticks OUut mM them

May have IMaNny functions both for the INndIVICU- In inland, religion IS considered a DrI-
Vvate ISSUEe However, those cultural elementsal and for the soclety d5 whole According

Rissanen“® It Car help pupils Ith minorIty reli- ith | utheran dimension that dre connected

gIOUS identities integrate Into innish soclety, the national|l asıs are widely acknowledged
that, for instance, Muslims WOU VIEW them- d5 Dart of eing innish citizen.“” According

seIves d5 innish Muslims. In Zilliacus“* Gallup Fcclesiastica 201 1 I50 Inns ın DOSI-
tively about the of Christian cultural
dimensions In the chools The SUrVEY shows

43 Poulter, Sailla/Kuusisto, Arniika/ Matilainen, Mia eETt S that mMa) of Inns accept Christian
Examining Religious Fducation In inland from Hu- influence In Christmas celebrations and In the
man Rights Perspective. In Sjöborg, Anders/Ziebertz,
Hans-Georg (Eds.) eligion, human rights and edu- end-of-school SprIng festivities EVeTrN though

Darticular hymn,„Suvivirsi” (Summer hymn) qcation (manuscript).
Poulter/Riitaoja/Kuusisto 201 fn 21 nerates media debate spring whether

45 Andreaotti, Vanessa: (Towards) decoloniality and di- such SoONg ith religious elements Can He
versality In global citizenship education. Iny SUNg arryın ınNneren religious ymbols and
isation, Societies and Fducation 201 381-397/;
Alberts, ‘anı Integrative Religious Fducation In
Europe. Study-of-Religions Approach, Berlin 2007

Rıissanen 201 fn 451 See Riitaoja/Poulter / Kuusisto: Worldviews
In Z Poulter/Riitaoja/ Kuusisto 201 fn

4 / Zilliacus, Harrıet: Supporting udents Identites and
Inclusion In Inority Religious and Secular Fthics Käadridinen, Kimmo/Niemelä, Ka  etlold Kımmo Re-

igion In inland Decline, Change and Transforma-Fducation UudY Plurality In the innish Com-
prehensive School (University of elsinkı Institute of tion of innish Religiosity (Pu  Ication 54), Tampere
Behavioral Sciences, ‚tudies In Fducational Sciences 2005, 168

258), elsinkı 2014 See Kirkon tutkimuskeskus 201 ITn 14],
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religious CIO  ing d(Ie fairly neutra|l ISSUEeS for stance, forced Into Dosition where has act
innish people HOowever, LWO OUuUt ve Inns d representative of Darticular al
consider Muslim wearıng jja d5 In all Scandinavian countries there die CONMN-

negative Ing and the numbers dIe much siderable challenges ea when inking of
higher T 4B} COVEeTrS erself In niqa ÖT the future of RE In comprehensive education.
bur ompare (NaNy other uropean Discussions and struggles related tO diversity,
countries there has nOTt been much debate including religious diversity, have had huge
concerning the USsSe of religious symbols In iImpact for example the Danish society CONMN-

the Dublic sphere In inland.>°* oreover, INOTE temporarily well d5 historically.”® Furthermore,
than three OUut of 1ve consider RE at school| in radicalization has caused CONMNCEeTN also dl 0S$S$

positive terms.°® Scandinavia and inland, enhancing the needs
Presently, there are ON-gOINg tudies the for Increasing cohesion an avoidance of drop-

WaYyS In IC lalogue In RE could He increased, DINg OUT, and Deyond, M the yOUNdgeET 9
including attempts of partıy integrative mode]| neratiıons
of RF and secular ethics, ith the Darticular aım At least the Tollowing fıve 1ISSUES should thus
of ringing students ith diverse backgrounds he en iInto consideration: Irst, what would
together create lalogue Detween world- he the relevant alms and of when
VIEWS Some research projects have also hbeen inking of the subject d5 Dart of the societal|l
initiated study NOW this could He done In education Aa5 whole? econdly, RE IS SCHOO|
the Finnish context.° One iımportant ISSUEe that subject that IS In IMaNY WaYyS inked natIloO-
needs e solved In the DTrOCESS, IS, how ‚dia- nality and citizenship: historically RE has given
10que‘ IS tO He Dut Into practice. This tools for citizenship ul  ing and mutual ethi-
especially the transitional neriod between the cal reflection. The question oday IS, however,
Current mode] and the potential integrated how Cal He reframed d5 subject helping
model, ÖT In Darticular ‚in-between’ MoOd- Dupils find their place In the shifting, local|l
al wnere ınNeren GgrouPp> dre brought Into and global and FreEDaTE them In
OMNe for ‚dialogue. The ınNneren W ecoming cosmopolitan CIUZENS Thirdly, NOW
DOositions both within the groupSs and hetween IS ansWer the Increasing secularization
them hesides the evident W diference d5 well d5 diversity of religions and worldviews
between the teacher and the Dupils need In today’'s society? IT has tO He discussed,
He carefully acknowledged an taken Into what eyxtent RE should e uil shared
count,” that 1ONe of the students S, for In- understanding Öf religious /Taith tradition, OT

whether the subject should have descriptive
aım of presenting ınnNeren VvValues and world-

Kirkon tutkimuskeskus 201 fn 14], 50Tf. VIEWS without taking strong religious DOSI-
52 Poulter, Aalla: Uskonto julkisessa tilassa. KOU-

IU yhteiskunnallisuuden nayttämönä (Religion In tionIng ourthly, a5 the societal Trragmentation
Increases an the political role of religion hasthe Public Sphere. School| „ OCIeta Arena 44),

Kasvatus 201 3: O2l W ıts Importance In OUur societies, one Can-

53 Kirkon tutkimuskeskus In 14], NOT avoild asking: hat Cal Its contribution be
Ähs, Vesa/Poulter, Saila / Kallioniemi, Arto: Inte- In helping individuals integrate the mutual
grated innish religious and worldview education.
udent’s perspective (manuscript).

An Poulter/Riitaoja/ Kuusisto 201 fn 21 Poulter, Saila/
Jitaoja, Anna-Leena: Intersections hbetween the er, Manuscript.
cular-Lutheran KNOWINg Subject and the exotic ucharı 201 fn 351
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CIVIC values an chared humanity; NOW should
IT He framed d5 roader societal and world-
VIEW education and education for interfaith
dialogue? Finally, NOW Cal develop STU-
dent-orientated DEedagOQYI Day> n-
tion changes In ljearning environments d5

Dedagogy nas changed remarkably OVeTlT the
recent ecades and the traditional classroom
d5 rimary for jearning IS longer
d5 effective platform for learning? ese an
other elated ISSUEeS raıse the need for conduc-
ting mMmMoOre research ese matters, both In
Scandinavia and Finland and InNOTe generally.
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